
1. “Worrying is as effective as trying to solve an algebra equation by chewing bubble gum.” - Baz
Luhrmann 

2. If you want my final opinion on the mystery of life and all that, I can give it to you in a nutshell.
The universe is like a safe to which there is a combination. - Peter De Vries 
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Analogies
Explain the meaning of each of the analogies given. 

3. You see, wire telegraph is a kind of a very, very long cat. You pull his tail in New York and his
head is meowing in Los Angeles. Do you understand this? And radio operates exactly the same
way: you send signals here, they receive them there. The only difference is that there is no cat. -
Albert Einstein



Answers

1. “Worrying is as effective as trying to solve an algebra equation by chewing bubble gum.” - Baz
Luhrmann 

1. This analogy by Baz Luhrmann suggests that worrying is not an effective or productive way to
address problems or challenges. The comparison to trying to solve an algebra equation by
chewing bubble gum emphasizes the ineffectiveness and futility of worrying. Just as chewing
bubble gum has no connection or relevance to solving a math problem, worrying does not
contribute to finding solutions to real-life issues. Instead, the analogy implies that it's better to
focus on practical and constructive approaches when facing challenges, rather than getting
caught up in anxiety and concern.

2. “If you want my final opinion on the mystery of life and all that, I can give it to you in a nutshell.
The universe is like a safe to which there is a combination. ”- Peter De Vries 

In this analogy by Peter De Vries, the universe is likened to a safe with a combination. The
comparison suggests that there is a code or set of principles that, if understood, would unlock
the mysteries of life and the universe. The use of a safe implies that the answers or secrets are
hidden and protected, and the combination is the key to unveiling them.
This analogy reflects the idea that there might be a systematic and logical way to comprehend
the complexities of existence, as if there's a "code" that, when deciphered, reveals the
fundamental truths about life and the universe. It conveys a sense of order and structure
underlying the apparent chaos or mystery, emphasizing the potential for understanding if one
could only discover the right combination or key to unlock that understanding.

3. “You see, wire telegraph is a kind of a very, very long cat. You pull his tail in New York and his
head is meowing in Los Angeles. Do you understand this? And radio operates exactly the same
way: you send signals here, they receive them there. The only difference is that there is no cat.” -
Albert Einstein

Albert Einstein's analogy about the wire telegraph and the cat is a humorous way of explaining
the concept of telecommunication. In this analogy, the wire telegraph is compared to a very
long cat. When you pull the cat's tail in New York, its head meows in Los Angeles. This playfully
illustrates the idea that actions at one end of the cat (or the wire) have a direct and immediate
effect at the other end.

Einstein then extends the analogy to radio, stating that it operates in the same way as the wire
telegraph, but without the physical cat. This is a metaphor for wireless communication,
emphasizing that, unlike the wire telegraph where a physical connection (the wire) is needed,
radio signals can transmit information over long distances without a tangible medium.
Overall, Einstein's analogy simplifies the complex concept of telecommunication by using a
humorous and relatable image—the image of a cat—to help people understand the basic idea of
transmitting signals over a distance.


