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Punctuation Practice
Add punctuation to the following paragraph. Use periods, commas, dashes, and any other
marks you think are necessary. When you’re finished, compare your version with the
original paragraph. Finally, rewrite the paragraph one more time so that the punctuation
is as clear and correct as possible.

Add punctuation to the following paragraph:

It was the sixth or seventh day of June when I spotted the shark I was surfing in six or seven

feet of water when a sudden splash caught my eye about sixty seven feet ahead a massive

great white broke the surface at six or seven feet long it was close enough to terrify me that’s

when someone shouted “Shark at six or seven o’clock!” I swam harder than I ever had before

racing to shore to this day those six or seven seconds remain the most frightening of my life

Rewrite the paragraph so that the punctuation is perfect. Then practice reading your
paragraph aloud.
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Original Paragraph

It was the sixth or seventh day of June when I spotted the shark. I was surfing in six or

seven feet of water when a sudden splash caught my eye. About sixty-seven feet ahead, a

massive great white broke the surface. At six or seven feet long, it was close enough to

terrify me. That’s when someone shouted, “Shark at six or seven o’clock!” I swam harder

than I ever had before, racing to shore. To this day, those six or seven seconds remain the

most frightening of my life.


