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:: 10 Tips for Young Writers Q
Most writing advice is meant for adults. But the ages between 12 and 18 are key to building your foundation
as a thinker and writer. Here are 10 simple tips to help you become a stronger writer.

1. Learn the basic rules of writing.

You may have great ideas, but if you don’t use proper punctuation, capitalization, grammar, and spelling,
those ideas can easily get lost. These small details train your mind to pay close attention to language. This
will bring clarity to your writing.

2. Write with a pencil.
In a world that always seems to be in a rush, writing with a pencil slows your thinking. Your best ideas rarely
come quickly. Slow down, write, think, erase words, write again, and learn how to take your time.

3. Remember: everyone is a writer.
You don’t have to be “creative” to be a writer. Writing is simply sharing ideas. And just like a fingerprint,
everyone has unique ideas and perspectives to share with the world.

4. Don’t write the way you text.
Text messages are quick and casual. Writing is different. Use complete sentences when you write.

5. Put your phone in another room when you write.
Phones make it hard to focus. If you want your best ideas to come out, remove distractions and give your
brain time to think.

6. Read your writing out loud.
Your ears can detect mistakes in your writing. When you read aloud, you can hear awkward sentences and
fix them. Reading your writing aloud also helps you hear the rhythm and flow of your sentences.

7. Read books with deep focus.
Reading is one of the best ways to improve your writing. When you read books, you naturally learn new
words, sentence patterns, and storytelling skills.

8. Be careful with Al.
Al can help, but it should not do the thinking for you. When you struggle to write something yourself, your
brain gets stronger. This struggle is key to becoming a better thinker and writer.

9. Practice writing for longer periods of time.
Strong writing takes focus. Try writing for 20—30 minutes without stopping. This helps you build
concentration and writing stamina.

10. Be curious about words.
Great writers love words. When you see a new or interesting word, look it up. Try using it in your writing.

Experiment, experiment, experiment. A strong vocabulary will allow you to write eloquently and powerfully.
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Which piece of writing advice stood out to you the most? &

Write 150 words or more explaining why this advice stood out to you and how you can apply it to your own
life and writing. Be specific about how you plan to use this idea to become a stronger writer.
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