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Literary Essay Outline   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction  

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

LEAD 

 Write a LEAD 

 Give 

Background 

Information 

 End with essay 

claim 

Name: 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paragraph 1 CERC  

 Give your 

paragraph 

claim. 

 Tell the story 

events that 

matter to your 

claim topic. 

 

 

 Use an 

evidence 

sentence 

starter  

 Give direct 

evidence from 

the book using 

quotation 

marks and 

page or 

paragraph 

numbers. 

 

 

 Use a 

reasoning 

sentence 

starter.  

 Help the reader 

to understand 

how your 

evidence 

supports your 

claim.  

 Use at least 

two sentences. 

 

 

 Use a 

conclusion 

sentence 

starter.  

 Connect your 

evidence back 

to your claim 

 

 

 

 

Body paragraph 1 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Body paragraph 2  

Paragraph 2 CERC  

 Give your 

paragraph 

claim. 

 Tell the story 

events that 

matter to your 

claim topic. 

 

 

 Use an 

evidence 

sentence 

starter  

 Give direct 

evidence from 

the book using 

quotation 

marks and 

page or 

paragraph 

numbers. 

 

 

 Use a 

reasoning 

sentence 

starter.  

 Help the reader 

to understand 

how your 

evidence 

supports your 

claim.  

 Use at least 

two sentences. 

 

 

 Use a 

conclusion 

sentence 

starter.  

 Connect your 

evidence back 

to your claim 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paragraph 3 CERC  

 Give your 

paragraph 

claim. 

 Tell the story 

events that 

matter to your 

claim topic. 

 

 

 Use an 

evidence 

sentence 

starter  

 Give direct 

evidence from 

the book using 

quotation 

marks and 

page or 

paragraph 

numbers. 

 

 

 Use a 

reasoning 

sentence 

starter.  

 Help the reader 

to understand 

how your 

evidence 

supports your 

claim.  

 Use at least 

two sentences. 

 

 

 Use a 

conclusion 

sentence 

starter.  

 Connect your 

evidence back 

to your claim 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Body paragraph 3  



 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

CONCLUSION 

 Restate Essay 

Claim 

 Summarize 

body 

paragraphs 

 End with a final 

thought about 

the topic 

Conclusion  

EVIDENCE Starters 

*Page ___ in the text states… 

*In the text… 

*On page… 

*An example of ____  can be seen when 

 

 

READONING Sentence Starters 

*This tells/shows the reader that… 
*As a result, we know… 
*When this happens it causes/demonstrates… 
*This action demonstrates… 
*This is important because… 
*This supports the idea that____ 

 

CONCLUSION Sentence Starters 

* In conclusion, 

*In closing, 

*Overall, 

*For these reasons,  

* As you can see, 

 

 Read it over. Does it all make sense? 

 Did you use complete sentences and correct 

capitalization? 

 Use the checklist provided for each step. 

 Check It Over! 

! 


